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December market falls, but not as far as expected 
· New car registrations fell 21.2% in December to 108,691 units.

· Full year total is down 11.3% to 2,131,795 units from 2,404,007 in 2007.
· Diesel market share reached an all-time high of 43.6%.

· Average new car CO2 fell by a record 4.2% to an average of 158.0 g/km in 2008, a total reduction of 16.8% since 1997.
“The global economic downturn, precipitated by the crisis in the international banking and finance sector, created unprecedented challenges for the UK automotive industry in 2008,” said SMMT chief executive, Paul Everitt. “The measures taken by government to support the banking sector and kick-start demand have been necessary, but are not yet sufficient to restore confidence. Further action to ease access to finance and credit across the economy is essential if long-term damage to valuable industrial capability is to be avoided. 
“2009 will be another difficult year for the UK automotive industry with new vehicle registrations and production significantly reduced. The industry faces these challenges stronger and more resilient than in recent memory. The extraordinary circumstances we currently face mean that government support will be required to take advantage of global economic growth when it returns.” 
Annual new car CO2 emissions
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	December
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2008
	108,691
	49,213
	58,891
	587
	38,967
	63,153
	6,571

	2007
	137,960
	59,984
	77,976
	786
	51,053
	77,455
	9,452

	% change
	-21.2%
	-18.0%
	-24.5%
	-25.3%
	-23.7%
	-18.5%
	-30.5%

	Mkt share '08
	
	45.3%
	54.2%
	0.5%
	35.9%
	58.1%
	6.0%

	Mkt share '07
	
	43.5%
	56.5%
	0.6%
	37.0%
	56.1%
	6.9%

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	Year-to-date
	Total
	Diesel
	Petrol
	AFV
	Private
	Fleet
	Business

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	2008
	2,131,795
	928,605
	1,187,360
	15,830
	892,259
	1,109,963
	129,573

	2007
	2,404,007
	967,436
	1,436,571
	16,641
	1,045,806
	1,194,810
	163,391

	% change
	-11.3%
	-4.0%
	-17.3%
	-4.9%
	-14.7%
	-7.1%
	-20.7%

	Mkt share '08
	
	43.6%
	55.7%
	0.7%
	41.9%
	52.1%
	6.1%

	Mkt share '07
	
	40.2%
	59.8%
	0.7%
	43.5%
	49.7%
	6.8%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Top ten best sellers
	December
	 
	 
	 
	Year-to-date

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	1
	Fiesta
	7,204
	
	1
	Focus
	101,593

	 
	2
	Corsa
	6,322
	
	2
	Corsa
	99,574

	 
	3
	Focus
	5,561
	
	3
	Fiesta
	94,989

	 
	4
	Astra
	5,005
	
	4
	Astra
	90,641

	 
	5
	Vectra
	4,003
	
	5
	Golf
	65,029

	 
	6
	Golf
	3,744
	
	6
	207
	53,462

	 
	7
	3 Series
	2,642
	
	7
	3 Series
	49,384

	 
	8
	Zafira
	2,387
	
	8
	Mondeo
	44,150

	 
	9
	MINI
	2,317
	
	9
	Zafira
	43,169

	 
	10
	308
	2,315
	 
	10
	Vectra
	42,555


Market decline continues in December, but modest easing in pace reported
· The new car market fell for the eighth successive month in December, but the pace of decline was less than the expected 35% - the cut in VAT on 1 December could be a contributory factor.  
· Registrations in the final quarter of the year were down 27.2%, the steepest fall of any quarter in 2008. 
· Registrations ended 2008 at 2,131,795 units, the lowest since 1996. This figure was 272,212 units off the 2007 total and 447,255 units off the 2003 market peak of 2.579 million units. A further decline to 1.78 million units is currently forecast for 2009 – the lowest since 1992.
· Diesel volumes fell for the first time since 1999.  However, diesel cars accounted for a record 43.6% share of the market, up from 40.2% in 2007 and over three times the share recorded in 2000. 

· Demand for small cars continued to fare better than for larger vehicles, with the mini segment recording the only growth in 2008 and superminis seeing their market share climb to 33.4%, from 32.1% in 2007.

· As in November, the new Ford Fiesta was the best selling model in December, while the Ford Focus was the best seller for a tenth successive year in 2008.































































January 2009


The attached tables show the registration figures for Great Britain, Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in detail. Top performers by range and UK penetration figures are also listed. Providing SMMT is acknowledged as the source of this information, the figures may be quoted. Substantial reproduction needs specific approval by SMMT.


January 2009 new car registration figures will be released at 9:00 am 5 February 2009














Notes:


At €20 bn, the automotive sector is Europe's largest investor in R&D, driving industry forward and helping deliver more sustainable motoring for the 21st century. Technological innovation has helped car and CV manufacturers slash CO2 and air quality emissions from vehicles. New diesel cars for example emit 95% less soot from the tailpipe than those made 15 years ago and average new car CO2 has been cut by 17% since 1997.





The energy needed to produce each vehicle is down 12%, water use is down 9% and waste to landfill is down 25%, compared to 2006 performance.  CO2 emissions per vehicle produced have fallen 14% in the last year and by 45% since 1999. Almost 10,000 tonnes of waste have been prevented from entering landfill sites. For more details, download SMMT's ninth annual Sustainability Report from the SMMT web site � HYPERLINK "http://www.smmt.co.uk/publications" ��www.smmt.co.uk/publications�.














